♦ • 

using a die element having an upper striking edge; 

applying impact force over substantially all of the upper striking edge 
simultaneously with each impact from the striking tool; and 

applying the impact force from a striking tool having a contact surface with 
a lateral dimension which is greater than a largest transverse dimension between 
opposite sides of the upper striking edge. 

20. A method as defined in claim 17 further comprising the step of: 
applying impact force over substantially all of the upper striking edge with 

each impact from the striking tool, the contact surface of the striking tool having a 
lateral dimension which is greater than the majority of the largest transverse dimension 
between opposite sides of the striking edge. 

21 . A method as defined in claim 1 7 further comprising the step of: 
scraping a layer of material from an inner surface of the shell to reduce 

the thickness of the shell to an amount less than a height dimension between the 
cutting and striking edges of the die element. 

22. A method as defined in claim 21 further comprising the step of: 

using a scoop and scraping tool to scrape the layer of material from the 

shell. 

23. (Amended) A method of carving shapes in the shell of a pumpkin, fruit or 
vegetable which comprises driving a cutting die element through the shell by striking the 
die element with a striking tool, and further comprises steps of: 

using a die element having a lower cutting edge and an upper striking 

edge; 

applying impact force over substantially all of the upper striking edge 
simultaneously with each impact from strike of the striking tool against the die 
element ; and 

using a striking tool having aan integral contact surface with a lateral 
dimension which is greater than a largest transverse dimension between opposite sides 
of the upper striking edge to apply the impact force ?; and 
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striking the striking tool against the die element to create each 
im pact by moving the contact surface of the striking tool from a position spaced 
from the die element into contact with the striking edge. 

24. A method as defined in claim 23 further comprising the step of: 
driving the die element into the pumpkin shell until the cutting edge 

passes through an inner surface of the pumpkin shell. 

25. A method as defined in claim 23 further comprising the step of: 
removing a cut-out section of the shell which is surrounded by the die 

element after the die element is driven into the shell; 

pushing the cut-out section into the interior of the pumpkin while the die 
element remains in the shell; and, 

removing the die element from the pumpkin shell after the cut-out section 
has been removed from the die element. 

26. (Amended) A method as d e fin e d i n c l a i m 23 of carving shapes in the 
shell of a pumpkin, fruit or vegetable which comprises driving a cutting die 
element through the shell by striking the die element with a striking tool, and 
further compr i s i ng th e st e p of: comprises steps of: 

using a die element having a lower cutting edge and an upper 
striking edge: 

applying impact force over substantially all of the upper striking 
edge simultaneously with each impact from the striking tool: 

using a striking tool having a contact surface with a lateral 
dimension which is greater than a largest transverse dimension between 
op posite sides of the upper striking edge to apply the impact force: and 

scraping a layer of material from the shell at an inner surface of the shell 
to reduce the thickness of the shell to an amount less than a dimension between the 
cutting and striking edges of the die element. 

27. (Amended) A method as d e f i n e d in c l a i m 23 further compr i sing the 3top 
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ust raof carving shapes in the shell of a pumpkin, fruit or vegetable 
which comprises driving a cutting die element hav i ng a through the shell by striking 
the die element with a striking tool, and further comprises steps of: 

using a die element having a lower serrated cutting edge and an upper 
striking edge; 

applying impact force over substantially all of the upper striking 
edge simultaneously with each impact from the striking tool; 

using a striking tool having a contact surface with a lateral 
dimension which is greater than a largest transverse dimension between 
opposite sides of the upper striking edge to apply the impact force ; and 

forcing a portion of the serrated cutting edge into an outer surface of the 
shell to hold the die element in position on the shell before striking the die element with 
the striking tool. 

28. A method of carving shapes in the shell of a pumpkin, fruit or vegetable 
which comprises the steps of: 

using a die element having a lower serrated cutting edge and an upper 

striking edge; 

scraping a layer of material from the shell at an inner surface of the shell 
to reduce the thickness of the shell to an amount less than a dimension between the 
cutting and striking edges of the die element; 

piercing the outer surface of the shell with the serrated cutting edge to 
hold the die element in position on the shell; and 

forcing the die element into the shell until the cutting edge passes through 
an inner surface of the shell. 

29. A method as defined in claim 28 further comprising the step of: 

using a scoop and scraping tool to scrape the layer of material from the 

shell; and 

removing a cut-out section of the shell which is surrounded by the die 
element after the die element is forced into the shell. 
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30. (New) A method as defined in claim 23 further comprising the steps 

of: 

using a cutting die element having a serrated cutting edge: and 
forcing a portion of the serrated cutting edge into an outer surface of 

the shell with finger pressure to hold the die element in position on the shell 

before striking the die element with the striking tool. 

31. (New) A method as defined in claim 30 further comprising the steps 

of: 

using a die element with tips on the serrated cutting edge; and 
piercing the outer surface of the pumpkin shell with at least two of 

the tips of the serrated cutting edge to hold the die element in position prior to 

striking the die element with the striking tool. 

32. (New) A method as defined in claim 24 further comprising the step 

of: 

scraping a layer of material from an inner surface of the shell to 
reduce the thickness of the shell to an amount less than a height dimension 
between the cutting and striking edges of the die element. 

33. (New) A method as defined in claim 26 further comprising the steps 

of: 

using a cutting die element having a serrated cutting edge: and 
forcing a portion of the serrated cutting edge into an outer surface of 

the shell with finger pressure to hold the die element in position on the shell 

before striking the die element with the striking tool. 

34. (New) A method as defined in claim 26 further comprising the steps 

of: 

using a die element with tips on the cutting edge: and 

piercing the outer surface of the pumpkin shell with at least two of 

the tips of the cutting edge to hold the die element in position prior to striking the 

die element with the striking tool. 
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35. (New) A method as defined in claim 26 further comprising the step 

of: 

driving the die element into the pumpkin shell until the cutting edge 
passes through an inner surface of the pumpkin shell. 

36. (New) A method as defined in claim 26 further comprising the step 

removing a cut-out section of the shell which is surrounded bv the 
die element after the die element is driven into the shell. 

37. (New) A method as defined in claim 36 further comprising the step 

gf: 

removing the die element from the pumpkin shell after the cut-out 
section has been removed from the die element. 

38. (New) A method as defined in claim 26 further comprising the step 

of: 

using a scoop to scrape the layer of material from the shell. 

39. (New) A method as defined in claim 27 further comprising the steps 

of: 

using a die element with tips on the serrated cutting edge: and 
piercing the outer surface of the pumpkin shell with at least two of 

the tips of the serrated cutting edge to hold the die element in position prior to 

striking the die element with the striking tool. 

40. (New) A method as defined in claim 27 further comprising the steps 

of: 

scraping a layer of material from an inner surface of the shell to 
reduce the thickness of the shell to an amount less than a height dimension 
between the cutting and striking edges of the die element. 

41. (New) A method as defined in claim 40 further comprising the step 

of: 
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using a scoop and scraping tool to scrape the layer of material from 

the shell. 

42. (New) A method as defined in claim 40 further comprising the step 

of: 

driving the die element into the pumpkin shell until the cutting edge 
passes through an inner surface of the pumpkin shell. 

43. (New) A method as defined in claim 42 further comprising the step 

of: 

removing a cut-out section of the shell which is surrounded bv the 
die element after the die element is driven into the shell. 

44. (New) A method as defined in claim 43 further comprising the step 

removing the die element from the pumpkin shell after the cut-out 
section has been removed from the die element. 

45. (New) A method as defined in claim 28 further comprising the step 

of: 

removing a cut-out section of the shell which is surrounded bv the 
die element after the die element is driven into the shell. 

46. (New) A method as defined in claim 45 further comprising the step 

at 

removing the die element from the pumpkin shell after the cut-out 
section has been removed from the die element. 
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